
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I can hardly believe it is the holiday season! As we focus on 
our theme of exploration, now is a good time to explore ways 
we can show compassion. There are ideas in our counselor 
section of this newsletter since this month our character of 
focus is compassion. I challenge you and our students to find 
ways to help others who may be in need or show kindness to 
others by paying it forward.  

The PTA is hosting Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December 1
st

 starting at 9:00am. If you have 
not attended before, this is a wonderful community event. Breakfast is served, and children can shop 
for family and friends in a store just for them.  

Arnold students in band, strings, and chorus are working hard to prepare for the Winter Concert on 
Monday, December 10

th
 at 6:30pm at the Severn River Middle School cafeteria. We hope you can 

join us for this seasonal celebration.  

As we wrap up the calendar year, remember our last day of school for December will be Friday, De-

cember 21
st

.  We will return to school Wednesday, January 2
nd

, 2019. 

Wishing you and your family Happy Holidays! 

Shauna Kauffman 

Principal 
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TERRAPIN TIMES
Believe, Achieve, Excel ! 



 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

December 

 

 1st     Santa/Holiday Breakfast 

 5th     2nd Grade Field Trip 

 6th     2 hour early dismissal 

 10th     Winter band/strings/chorus concert– 6:30 PM 

 24th-Jan 1  Christmas/Winter Break—Schools closed 

   

Jacques Cousteau 
Jacques Cousteau (1910–1997) was an underwater explorer. After serving in the navy, he wanted to 

show the world the amazing sights he had seen while diving. In 1943, Cousteau and Emile Gagnan, a 

French engineer, invented the Aqua-Lung. This piece of equipment allows divers to breathe oxygen 

from a tank on their back using a small mouthpiece, and is used for scuba diving. He left the navy in 

1949 and spent the rest of his life developing equipment and methods for undersea exploration and 

film-making. He turned a ship called Calypso into a floating laboratory and used it as a base for his 

exploration. Millions of people saw the world under the surface of the ocean for the first time in 

Cousteau’s films. 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/explorers/jacques-cousteau/ 

EXPLORER OF THE MONTH 
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December 2018 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dkfindout.com%2Fuk%2Fhistory%2Fexplorers%2Fjacques-cousteau%2F&data=01%7C01%7CSLKAUFFMAN%40aacps.org%7C24275fea2da74e6feb7308d63ff9d2f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=l1FFlH9tL


 

ART ROOM HAPPENINGS 

 
What’s Happening in the Art Room? 

Ask your student the following questions: 
Kindergarten- What happens when we add white to a color? 

1
st
- What is symmetry?  Where do we see it in nature? 

2
nd

- What are watercolor oil pastels and how do you use them? 

3
rd

- What is value? What is shade? What is tint? And how are you 

using it for your art project? 

4
th- Explain the colors you are mixing to paint your hot cocoa 

mug. 

5
th

- What type of winter wonderland are you creating?  What does 

the inside of your keyhole look like and how does the outside re-

late? 
 



MUSIC NEWS 

Wow! The year is flying by! 

Here’s what students can expect during December: 

       

 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to email me at dsala@aacps.org. 
 

-Mrs. Sala 

 

Grade Level Music Vocabulary & Con-
cepts 

Featured Songs & Music 

Kindergarten Steady beat; walking v. galloping 
rhythms; one or two sounds on the 
beat; form; higher & lower pitches 

Jack Be Nimble; Winter is Cold; Dreidel 
Song; Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star; Jin-
gle Bells 

1st Steady beat; ABA form; SOL, LA, 
and MI 

I Can’t Spell Hippopotamus; 24 Rob-
bers; My Aunty Anna; Granny 

2nd Melodic direction; form The Nutcracker; Troika; Old King Glory 

3rd Melodic form; Introduction 
(cinquain poems); Woodwind in-
struments; Tempo 

Frosty the Snowman; Draw Me a Buck-
et of Water; The Chicken Dance 

4th Music, movement, & poetry in-
spired by water and the wind; Ron-
do Form; 16th-note combinations 

December Winds; Linus & Lucy; S’vi-
von 

5th Dotted-eighth-sixteenth rhythm; 
Fanfares; 2-part singing 

Happy Is the Miller; Welcome to This 
House; Winter Wonderland 

Chorus: 
Santa Breakfast (optional): Saturday, December 1 
Winter Concert: Monday, December 10, 9am and 6:30pm (Student arrive at 6pm) 

mailto:dsala@aacps.org


NEWS FROM THE MEDIA CENTER 

 

 

 

 

“Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.” 

News from the Media Center 

 This month the Black-Eyed Susan Picture Books and Novels have been introduced to all grades. I 

will be reading the picture book nominees throughout the year to grades K-3 and in April they will vote for 

their favorite. So far one book has stood out: The Legend of Rock, Paper, Scissors by Drew Daywalt (we have 

even had some rock, paper, scissors battles in the media center).  

Grades 4-5 will read the BES novel nominees on their own and then vote for their favorite. An early favorite 

seems to be An Eagle in the Snow a historical fiction set during World War II.  

 Recommended website this month for parents is https://www.readbrightly.com/ It is a font of infor-

mation about reading and finding good books for your children and family. Here are just a few articles which 

caught my eye this month:  

https://www.readbrightly.com/when-child-says-everyone-else-can-read/  
https://www.readbrightly.com/survival-guide-reading-the-same-book-again/ 

https://www.readbrightly.com/adhd-childs-reading-journey/ 

https://www.readbrightly.com/build-reading-routine/  

Happy Holidays to all and Happy reading! 

Please feel free to contact me at any time at abasile@aacps.org 

 

 

https://www.readbrightly.com/
https://www.readbrightly.com/when-child-says-everyone-else-can-read/
https://www.readbrightly.com/survival-guide-reading-the-same-book-again/
https://www.readbrightly.com/adhd-childs-reading-journey/
https://www.readbrightly.com/build-reading-routine/
mailto:abasile@aacps.org


PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 

 

 

Looking forward to the holidays coming up. This is a reminder 

that all students are expected to wear tennis shoes and comfortable 

clothes on their P.E days. Here are our objectives that we will be 

focusing on in the month of December:  

 

K- Spatial Awareness, fleeing and chasing games 

1 – Spatial Awareness, fleeing and chasing games  

2 – Spatial Awareness, fleeing and chasing games, muscular 

strength and endurance (scooter lanes) 

3 – Muscular strength and endurance (scooter lanes), sit and reach 

test (flexibility) 

4 – Muscular strength and endurance (scooter lanes), sit and reach 

test (flexibility) 

5 – Muscular strength and endurance (scooter lanes), sit and reach 

test (flexibility), pacer test 2 (aerobic fitness) 

 

 

Thank you, Mr. Gardner- Physical Education Instructor  
 



 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

 

In the month of December, I will be delivering classroom lessons about substance abuse in all third, fourth and fifth 

grade classes.  You can preview the lessons and discuss any concerns about them with me.  Parents can opt out of 

having their child(ren) participate in the lessons, and an alternative activity will be provided.  Follow up materials will be 

sent home, so that you can support what your child has learned. This curriculum is mandatory under the “Start Talking 

Maryland Act”. What is the “Start Talking Maryland Act”? The act, passed by state lawmakers in 2017 and signed by 

Gov. Larry Hogan, requires public schools to offer drug education that includes the dangers of heroin and other opioids 

starting as early as third grade. 

Students will receive lessons from me, in collaboration with the school nurse, focusing on: 

Third grade:  Recognizing prescription vs. non-prescription drugs – safe use, choices and problem-solving, and 

an introduction to what opioid drugs are.  They will be using a book: Charlie and the Curious Club: Candy or Medicine. 

Fourth grade:  Learning about the physical effects of drugs, understanding why substance abuse is a problem 

and what addiction is, and identifying how they can contribute to solving the problem of substance abuse on a commu-

nity level.  They will be working with materials from KidsHealth.com and recent news clips to define the problem and 

design a PSA, video clip, poster, etc. to address the problem. 

Fifth grade:  Learning and practicing strategies to deal with peer pressure, using refusal skills to build confi-

dence to deal with situations when they might be asked to do drugs, recognizing the effects opioids can have on the 

brain.  Students develop strategies and receive a pocket card with strategies and resources on it. 

These lessons are important because school provides a safe place where children can learn what to do in unfa-

miliar or uncomfortable situations.  Trusted adults provide students with an opportunity to practice handling situations 

related to substance abuse, so that the first time a young person is faced with an unsafe situation, he or she knows 

what to do and has practiced doing it.  Students will identify trusted adults, both inside and outside of the school, who 

they can go for help. 

You can make arrangements to preview the lessons with your child’s school counselor, or you can preview them on the 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools website.  Go to aacps.org>Students>Find a School Counselor>Elementary Core 
Curriculum.  If you have questions about these lessons, please don’t hesitate to contact me at dlsmith@aacps.org.   

 

Our character trait of this month that we will be learning about is compassion.  Compassion is caring enough to 

do something about someone else’s need. We will be incorporating the idea of compassion throughout our teaching in 

the month of December.   

Thank you for your support and please reach out with any concerns.   

Dana Smith, School counselor 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
mailto:dlsmith@aacps.org
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